
Earlier this season Edinboro 
earned its second-straight 
EWL dual-meet title by 
winning its 11th straight EWL 
dual.

Their league dominance 
didn’t stop in the regular 
season.

Boro captured its second-
straight EWL postseason 
crown and its 14th in the 
last 18 years, back on March 
7 at Rider University in 
Lawrenceville, New Jersey.

Edinboro won the league 
title by accumulating 138.5 
total points, 15 more than the 

runner-up, host, Rider, who 
finished with 122.5. Lock 
Haven came in third after 
collecting 101.5 total team 
points.

“It is really important,” head 
coach Tim Flynn said about 
winning the title. “I mean it is 
the national qualifier. I think 
first and foremost it is to qualify 
your guys and to do that you 
want to win the tournament. 
Plus, you certainly want to be 
wrestling your best at the end 
of the season.”

Four Fighting Scots won 
individual championships en 
route to helping Edinboro 
claim a team title. Kory Mines 
(125), Mitchell Port (125), Vic 

Avery (184) and Vince Pickett 
(197) all won their respective 
weight classes.

Mines finally reached the 
top of the podium after two 
second-place finishes, as the 
redshirt-senior secured his 
second trip to nationals.

Port earned his third-
straight EWL championship 
by winning his two matches. 
After earning a bye in the 
quarterfinals, the Bellefonte, 
Pennsylvania, native, won by 
technical fall in the semi-finals 
and by major decision in the 
finals over #3 Bobby Rehm, 
13-2.

Redshirt-junior Avery was 
the top-seed at 184 lbs. He won 

all three of his matches on the 
day, headlined by a 9-1 major 
decision against #2 Fred Garcia 
of Lock Haven which earned 
him his third-straight EWL 
crown. That finals match-up 
marked the third time Avery 
and Garcia have done battle 
this season and it may not be 
the last as both qualified for 
nationals.

The biggest surprise to 
most was #3 Vince Pickett 
earning the title at 197 lbs. The 
junior paved his way to the 
championship by upsetting #2 
Donald McNeil of Rider, 4-3, 
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Thu., March 19
WRESTLING 

at NCAA Division I 
National Championships

TRACK & FIELD
at UNC 

Charlotte 49er Classic

Fri., March 20
WRESTLING 

at NCAA Division I 
National Championships

TRACK & FIELD
at UNC 

Charlotte 49er Classic

MEN’S TENNIS
Edinboro vs. 

Dist. of Columbia, 
4 p.m.

SOFTBALL
Edinboro at Mercyhurst, 

2:30 p.m., 4:30 p.m.

Sat., March 21
WRESTLING 

at NCAA Division I 
National Championships

TRACK & FIELD
at UNC 

Charlotte 49er Classic

WOMEN’S LACROSSE
Edinboro vs. 

Shippensburg, 1 p.m.

MEN’S TENNIS
Edinboro vs. 

Millersville, 7 p.m.

SOFTBALL
Edinboro at California 

(Pa.), 1 p.m., 3:00 p.m.

Sun., March 22
MEN’S TENNIS

Edinboro vs. 
West Chester, 11 a.m.

Tue., March 24
WOMEN’S TENNIS

Edinboro vs. 
California (Pa.), 3 p.m.

SOFTBALL
Edinboro vs. Gannon, 
2:30 p.m., 4:30 p.m.

WOMEN’S LACROSSE
Edinboro at 

Lock Haven, 4 p.m.

Schedule

Graphic: Ashley Olinger 
Six Edinboro Fighting Scots qualified for the 2015 Division I Wrestling National Championships.

Boro boasts second-straight EWL crown
6 Scots qualify for wrestling national championships in St. Louis

By Tyler Trumbauer 
Sports Editor

See EWL, B2

Dietrich finishes 8th, earns 
All-American honors at nationals

Over the course of the 
season the indoor track 
and field team had its share 
of accomplishments. They 
shattered school records, had 
All-PSAC performers, crowned 
champions, accomplished All-
Region accolades and earned 
a fifth place team finish at the 
PSAC championship meet. 

And throughout the entire 
indoor track season one name 
was mentioned slightly more 
than others: Brianne Dietrich. 

Dietrich, the PSAC indoor 
long jump champion, was the 
sole performer to represent 
Edinboro at the NCAA 
Division II Indoor Track & 
Field Championships at the 
Birmingham CrossPlex in 
Birmingham, Alabama. 

Just making the meet proved 
to be an accomplishment itself.

“It’s just fun,” head coach 
Anne Carlson said about 
nationals. “Yes, we all are 
competing. We all are 
competitive, we all want to win, 
but at the same time everyone 
is happy for everyone else’s 
accomplishments, as well.”

The redshirt junior had her 
comrades congratulating her 
as she earned All-American 
honors over the weekend in the 
long jump with a jump of 5.73 
meters (18’9.75”). Her eighth 
place finish was barely enough 
to beat out Benedict College’s 
Krishanda Campbell-Brown. 
Brown was tied for eighth with 
Dietrich but, Brown fell in the 
standings with a foul jump.

The two roles could had been 
easy reversed.

“The girl Bri was tied with 
at any point could had popped 
one out and got ahead and Bri 
could had been ninth and went 
home empty handed,” Carlson 
said. 

Ultimately, the long jump 
event was won by New Mexico 
Highlands University’s Shanice 
McPherson with a jump of 6.38 
meters (20’11.25”).

“It feels good to finally 

have my hard work pay off,” a 
relieved Dietrich said.

Even though she was 
the only Edinboro athlete 
competing, she still had mental 
support from teammate Allison 
Gibbens, who accompanied 
Dietrich on the 13-hour road 
trip.

“I was keeping the stats to see 
how everyone was doing while 
Bri was jumping,” Gibbens said. 

“I was really nervous, but it 
was so exciting because I was 
keeping track on the paper and 
as soon as the ninth place girl 
didn’t jump farther I knew she 
[Bri] had it. At that point she 
didn’t know she had taken eight 
so knowing beforehand was 
pretty cool.” 

Such teammates also helped 
Dietrich put together a long list 
of recognizable moments for 
the Scots as four were named to 
USTFCCCA All-Region team, 
earlier this month.

The distance medley relay 
team of Rebekkah Bond, Kasey 
Jones, Dietrich and Gibbens 
set a new school record at the 
GVSU Big Meet with a time of 
11:54.69. Jones was also an All-
Region selection in the 5,000 
meter run along with the 3,000 
meter run.

Dietrich also added All-
Region honors for both the 
long jump and pentathlon, 
while Gibbens earned the same 
accolades for the 800 meter 
run.

A surprise showing from the 
4x800 meter relay team shocked 
even the coaches as the quartet 
of Noelle Jurcak, Anna Hosl, 
Bond and Gibbens took second 
at the PSAC championship 
earning All-PSAC distinctions. 
That was the first time a 4x800 
team ran for Edinboro this 
season.

All-PSAC accolades also 
went to Dietrich in the 
pentathlon, Gibbens in the 800 
and Jones in the 5,000 meter 
run.

Nationals ends the indoor 
season for the Scots. The men 
will now join the women for 
the outdoor season this week 
[See preview on B3].

By Charley Ivey 
Staff Writer

Senior Shcrecongost swims to 
All-American status at nationals

Disney World claims to be 
the place where dreams come 
true. 

For Staci Schrecongost, last 
week, the IUPUI Natatorium 
in Indianapolis, Indiana was the 
site where her dream became a 
reality.

The senior member of 
Edinboro’s women’s swim team 
competed in the 100, 200 and 
500-yard freestyle events at the 
Division II National Swimming 
and Diving Championships 
where she finished seventh 
in the 200-yard freestyle and 
earned All-American status, 
something she thought could 
only be imagined.

“My dream goal was to 
say I qualified and be an All-
American,” Schrecongost said. 
“I went in with an open mind. 
I’ve never swam a race so care-
free before, but I was like, ‘This 
is it. What do I have to lose?’”

The New Kensington, 
Pennsylvania native didn’t lose 
much at the championships. 
She was the 12th seed in the 
200-yard freestyle and took 
home seventh, posting a time 
of 1:49.85, breaking her own 
school record.

Schrecongost noted that 
the support from near and far 
helped her to the top-ten finish.

“Even though my family was 
there, I didn’t have the support 
of my team physically there, but 
so many people were texting me 
and telling me that they were 
watching it live or were saying, 
‘We’re right there with you.’ Last 
year Holly Stein made nationals 
and she texted me and gave me 
a pump-up text.”

Also, Schrecongost finished 
15th in the 500-yard freestyle. 
Her time of 4:58.69, broke her 
own school record in the event 
and earned her honorable 

mention All-American status. 
The health promotion major 

said she was surprised she made 
it to the finals in the event, let 
alone finish 15th.

“I was not expecting to 
come back in the finals for the 
500,” she said. “My goal was to 
again be under the five-minute 
mark in prelims and I did that. 
Coming back, I just said, ‘Give 
it your all, this is the last time 
you’ll be swimming 20 laps in 
the pool.’ I got a 4:58 and I was 
shocked. It was amazing.”

She finished her first trip 
to nationals on Saturday by 
finishing 22nd out of 57 in the 
100-yard freestyle, with a time 
of 51.37. She was the 25th seed 
heading into the event.

The conclusion of nationals, 
brings the 2014-15 season to 
an end. It was a season that saw 
a younger women’s team than 
recent history, a bigger men’s 
team than previous seasons and 
a few Boro PSAC champions 
in Schrecongost and Tony 
Romanini of the men’s team.

This year was also the last 
for Schrecongost, Romanini, as 
well as Mackenzie Wargo and 
Brian Wilson.

For Schrecongost, it was 
a tremendous season and an 
enjoyable career.

“I can’t even put [into 
words] how much fun I’ve had; 
memories I’ve made just with 
coach last week at nationals,” 
she said. “The recent graduates 
sent me flowers to the hotel 
at nationals. I’ve never cried 
because swimming is done, but 
for them to send me that gift to 
show that I’ve made an impact 
on them and vice versa was 
really touching…Yes, I’ll walk 
away with an All-American 
title, but the relationships I’ve 
established since I’ve been here 
is ultimately what has gotten me 
to where I am today.”

By Tyler Trumbauer 
Sports Editor



in sudden victory. 
The EWL crown earned an automatic bid to the national 

championships for Pickett, who will be making his first trip.
“He beat kids that he has beaten before,” Flynn said of Pickett’s 

path at the EWLs. “It’s not a surprise. He has done it before, but it 
is nice to come back and beat a kid that beat you during the year. 
It is always nice. It is the first time he qualified for the NCAA 
tournament, so it is a big win for him.”

Dave Habat did not win the championship at 149 lbs., but the 

redshirt-senior did qualify for nationals on the day by finishing 
second as three 149 pounders from the EWL make it to nationals. 
Habat was upended by second-seeded B.J. Clagon of Rider, 6-5, 
in the finals.

At 133 lbs., A.J. Schopp was the top-seed, but failed to become 
the seventh person to be a four-time EWL champion. The 
redshirt-senior settled for second after he won by fall over Vince 
Rodriguez of George Mason in 6:06 in the third-place match. 
Schopp did qualify for nationals as an at-large bid, which was 
announced on March 11.

Despite falling short of an EWL crown, Schopp is healthy and 
ready for nationals, according to Flynn.

“Health wise, he is healthy now,” Flynn said. “He wrestled 

some good bouts down there and he wrestled some bad bouts. 
He knows what he has to do to eliminate mistakes and stay on his 
offense. He is going to be fine.”

Pat Jennings at 174 lbs. was ranked in the first three NCAA 
coaches panel polls. However, the redshirt-junior, who was the 
top-seed in his respective weight class, finished third after falling 
in the quarterfinals, his first match of the championships, 8-6 in 
sudden victory.

The other six, Mines, Schopp, Port, Habat, Avery and Pickett, 
will now compete in the 2015 NCAA Division I Wrestling 
National Championships, which are being held at the Scottrade 
Center in St. Louis on March 19-21.

Leading up to the NIWBT 
National Championships, 
Edinboro believed it would 
be facing Missouri in the first 
round and prepped for the 
squad.

However, the Scots were 
pitched a curveball.

The Fighting Scots ended 
up doing battle with #3 
Illinois in the first round of 
the tournament, hosted by 
the University of Missouri 
at Brewer Fieldhouse in 
Columbia, Missouri earlier this 

month. 
The Illini got the best of 

Edinboro, who was the sixth-
seed in the tournament, 70-38.

“We played really well,” head 
coach Jim Glatch said about 
the game. “I think we left some 
points on the floor again. We 
did all the things we needed to 
do offensively and defensively 
we did okay, but their main 
threat, we couldn’t stop him.”

Glatch was referring to 
Illinois’s Nik Goncin who 
registered 24 points on 10-12 
shooting, coupled with seven 
total rebounds in 29 minutes 
of play.

Additionally, the Scots 

struggled from the floor in 
the second half, shooting only 
16 percent in the final frame, 
which allowed Illinois to cruise 
to its fourth win over Edinboro 
this season.

Edinboro bounced back in 
the second game with a 58-
33 triumph against Southwest 
Minnesota State. 

The Scots shook off their 
first game shooting woes as 
they shot 60 percent from the 
floor in the first half, which 
granted them a 32-19 lead at 
the break.

“We came out with a sense 
of urgency that we didn’t have 
in the second half of the Illinois 

game,” Glatch said about his 
team in the second game. “I 
was very proud of the guys 
for just pushing it. Southwest 
felt they could press us, so we 
broke their press which led to 
some easy baskets.”

Four Fighting Scots finished 
in double-figure scoring. Mike 
Adams, Derek Strickland, 
Shane Knox and Blake Rush 
all reached that plateau with 
Adams leading the way with 15 
points.

Glatch’s group capped of 
the 2014-15 campaign with a 
loss to Alabama 49-39, a game 
which he believes could’ve 
been won.

“We played Alabama really 
well,” he said. “Unfortunately 
the result of the score doesn’t 
show how well we played them. 
Ten points against them is not 
a bad game and it was better 
than what we have done against 
them all year, but we could’ve 
won that game had the officials 
stayed out of the way.”

The officials caused some 
confusion near halftime of the 
contest when it was originally 
thought that Rush had three 
fouls, causing Glatch to 
substitute him, but halftime 
alterations to the scorebook 
made officials say at the 
beginning of the second half 
that he had only two fouls, 
which would have changed 

Glatch’s plan with Rush.
Additionally, the lopsided 

numbers in the free throw 
category were alarming. The 
Crimson Tide attempted 17 
foul shots compared to the 
Scots’ two, both of which came 
in the first half.

The loss ended the season 
with a 15-22 record for Boro 
and a sixth-place finish at 
nationals, one spot better than 
a year ago.

Adams was named a second-
team All-American while 
Strickland received Academic 
All-American honors at the 
NIWBT end-of-year banquet.

BOX SCORES
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 70, EDIN-
BORO UNIVERSITY OF PA 39
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
Nik Goncin 10-12 2-3 24; Neiswender 
4-10 3-4 12; Nick Weiss 5-9 0-0 10; 
Derek Hoot 4-6 0-0 8; Ryan Juguan 
3-4 0-0 6; Patrick Tomic 3-7 0-0 6;
Michael Mitchell 1-1 0-1 2; Tim Nagel 
1-3 0-0 2; Makara Nong 0-0 0-0 0;
Tyler Brinkman 0-0 0-0 0; Martinez 
Johnson 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 31-52 
5-8 70.
EDINBORO UNIVERSITY OF PA
Blake Rush 5-12 0-0 10; Mike Adams 
4-10 0-0 8; Shane Knox 3-4 0-0 
6; Isaiah Moore 1-8 2-2 5; Derek 
Strickland 1-5 2-2 4; Redell King 1-2 
0-0 2; David Hix 1-2 0-0 2; Ayuba Alli 
1-5 0-0 2; Bryson McLeod 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 17-48 4-4 39.
University of Illinois........38   32  -   70
Edinboro University........27   12  -   39
3-point goals--University of Illinois 3-3 
(Nik Goncin 2-2; Neiswender 1-1),
Edinboro University of PA 1-6 (Isaiah 

Moore 1-3; Mike Adams 0-1; Ayuba 
Alli
0-2).

EDINBORO UNIVERSITY OF PA 58, 
SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA STATE 33
SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA STATE
Raymone Brown 5-11 0-1 10; David 
Eujen 5-17 0-5 10; David Nelson 4-9 
0-0 8; Dominic Saia 1-5 0-0 2; Steve 
Eischern 1-5 0-0 2; Hunter Gronli 0-3 
1-2 1; Bryan Powell 0-0 0-0 0; Mutt 
Molenhaun 0-0 0-0 0; BJ Bonmon 
0-1 0-0 0.
Totals 16-51 1-8 33.
EDINBORO UNIVERSITY OF PA
Mike Adams 5-12 5-5 15; Derek 
Strickland 6-10 0-0 12; Shane Knox 
5-7 1-3 11; Blake Rush 5-11 0-0 10; 
Ayuba Alli 2-6 2-2 6; David Hix 1-2 
0-0 2; Isaiah Moore 1-5 0-1 2; Redell 
King 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 25-53 8-11 58.
Southwest Minnesota St..19  14 -  33
Edinboro University........32   26  -   58
3-point goals--Southwest Minne-
sota State 0-1 (David Nelson 0-1), 
Edinboro University of PA 0-1 (Mike 
Adams 0-1).

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 49, EDIN-
BORO UNIVERSITY OF PA 39
EDINBORO UNIVERSITY OF PA
Mike Adams 4-13 2-2 10; Blake Rush 
5-11 0-0 10; Shane Knox 3-8 0-0 6; 
Derek Strickland 3-6 0-0 6; Ayuba Alli 
2-7 0-0 5; Isaiah Moore 1-2 0-0 2; 
David Hix 0-0 0-0 0; Redell King 0-0 
0-0 0. Totals 18-47 2-2 39.
UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA
J. Blair 6-7 0-1 12; D. Robinson 3-15 
6-10 12; J. Bartley 3-10 4-4 10;
Morich 3-7 1-2 7; Cook 3-7 0-0 6; S. 
Castle 1-4 0-0 2; S. Burns 0-0 0-0 0;
C. Bacon 0-2 0-0 0; J. Cook 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 19-52 11-17 49.
Edinboro University of ...21   18  -   39
University of Alabama....30   19  -   49
3-point goals--Edinboro University of 
PA 1-3 (Ayuba Alli 1-3), University of
Alabama 0-3 (; J. Bartley 0-2; Morich 
0-1).
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Edinboro finishes sixth in NIWBT Championships
Adams, Strickland earn All-American honors as wheelchair basketball season ends

Contibuted Photo: Edinboro University Sports Information 
Mike Adams (above) and Derek Strickland earned All-American honors as Edinboro 
finished sixth at the NIWBT Championships earlier this month in Columbia, Missouri.

By Tyler Trumbauer 
Sports Editor

EWL 
From B1

Check out our 
women’s basketball 
recap in next 
week’s Spectator.



Their prior season’s performances 
has the men’s and women’s outdoor 
track and field teams eager to get 
their 2015 campaign underway. Both 
teams qualified for PSACs last season 
and the women’s team had several 
individuals compete in the national 
championships.

The teams are looking forward to 
furthering that success in this coming 
spring.

“The teams are very excited to be 
moving into the outdoor season,” 
head coach Anne Carlson said. “Our 
men only have an outdoor team so it 
is weird during the indoor season to 
only have the women’s team around at 
meets. We just don’t feel like a whole 
team without the men there.”

There are a few seniors that will be 
competing for the last time in their 
Edinboro uniform this spring. They 
are Emily Ahrens, Allison Gibbens, 
Noelle Jurcak, Sarah Krolick, Megan 
Maffett, Lexus Nesby, Courtney 
Parisi, Chuck Ivey, Kyle Shinn and 
Pat Walker. Brianne Dietrich is also a 
senior athlete outdoors, but will still 
have an indoor track season next year. 

Dietrich is one of the returners 
who competed at the NCAA 
Division II Outdoor Track & Field 
Championships, along with Junior 
Kasey Jones a year ago. Dietrich was 
also recently an All-American for the 
indoor squad.

“These senior athletes have all had 
a huge impact on our team in many 
different ways. As a program we are 
sad it’s their last season with us, but 
[we’re] also looking forward to the 
things they have left to accomplish as 
Fighting Scots,” the second-year coach 
said.

There are also several younger 
athletes stepping up and making a 
positive impact on the team. Bekkah 
Bond had a great freshman cross 
country and indoor track season, 
said Carlson, who looks forward to 
see what she can do outdoors. Bond 
placed in the open 800-meter and ran 
in the distance medley relay, 4x800 
and 4x400, all of which placed at the 
PSAC Indoor Championship meet 
earlier this month.

Bond is looking forward to her 
freshman outdoor season and is 
setting high expectations for herself.

“I am hoping to improve my time in 
the 800 and 400. My goal is to place in 
the top three at conference,” she said.

On the men’s team there were 
several freshman that stepped up 
during the cross-country season and 
made a positive impact for the team. 
There will also be a few freshmen on 
the sprint side for the men, making 
for a lot of new faces on the track this 
season, Carlson said. 

Sprinter Kyle Shinn has grown 
within the team and is hoping to prove 
himself this spring.

“I am hopeful that Chuck [Ivey] 
and I place in the conference this year 

in the 400. We have a couple young 
guys who could do some great things. 
Hopefully with that young talent we 
can put together 4x1, 4x4 and 4x8 
relays that can compete within the 
conference.” 

Overall, what both Boro track teams 
want to do remains the same.

“Our goals for the year are always 
just to build on what we did a year 
ago,” Carlson said. “We want to have 
more qualifiers for the conference 
meet, more All-PSAC performers 
and more national qualifiers. We just 
always want more than what we had 
before.” 

The aforementioned Gibbens 
outlined her goals for her farewell 
season as a Fighting Scot.

“I would love to PR in the 800 and 
run a national qualifying time,” the 
Erie native said. “I also really want 
to defend my title in the 800 from 
outdoor last year at the PSAC meet.”

The teams open up the 2015 
outdoor track and field season in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, at the 
UNC-Charlotte 49er Classic on March 
19-21 before taking the quick jaunt to 
North Carolina State for the Raleigh 
Relays on March 27 and 28. The teams 
do not have a home meet during the 
outdoor track and field season. The 
closest, geographically to Edinboro, 
the teams will compete is at Slippery 
Rock on April 2 and 18.

e-mail: sports.spectator@gmail.com
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Outdoor track and field eager to reach new heights

Graphic: Ashley Olinger 
Edinboro’s outdoor track teams looks to get more qualifiers in 2015.

By Becca Martin 
Contributing Writer

Women’s lacrosse finds sun, success in south

The Edinboro women’s 
lacrosse team thought heading 
south would allow them to play 
lacrosse outside and on a field. 

They were surprised by how 
far south they needed to go.

The Fighting Scots left 
snow-blanketed Edinboro for 
Philippi, West Virginia, in hopes 
of finding better conditions 
and a match against Alderson-
Broaddus to kick off their 2015 
campaign. However, the forecast 
of snow thwarted that idea.

Edinboro continued to head 
south and finally found sun, 
grass and a team to play. Boro 
battled Newberry College in 
Newberry, South Carolina, on 
March 8 to open up the 2015 
season.

The Scots (1-0) exited that 
match victorious by a score of 
17-3.

Despite the result and the 
Wolves record of 0-4 heading 
into the match, head coach 
Kevin Cooke knew the contest 
was going to be a good early 
season fight for his ladies.

“Early in our schedule that 
was probably our biggest 
question mark,” Cooke said. 
“That was one of our biggest 
tests as far as our first three 
games were concerned. They 
were picked third for their 
conference and you never 
really know what to expect. You 
start to look at scores of their 
previous losses and how you 
would fare. Newberry is a team 
that could beat you. If you don’t 
show up and play, Newberry 
will beat you.”

Edinboro came ready to play 
against Newberry, especially in 
the first half. The Scots stormed 
out of the gate, finding the 
back of the net 14 times in the 
opening frame. 

The Scots scored six 
unanswered goals to start off 
the match, including two from 
sophomore Emily Peters, her 
first coming just 54 seconds into 
the match.

Peters finished with four goals 
to go along with three assists. 
Junior Anna Purdy chipped in 
three goals and two assists with 
junior Becca Martin tallying 
two goals and a game-high four 
assists.

“Her field vision her freshman 
and sophomore years was good, 
but now it is much better,” 
Cooke said of Martin, who led 
the PSAC with 36 assists a year 
ago. 

“She is able to handle a little 
more of the pressure that college 
lacrosse is going to bring to her. 
She really has taken a step in the 
right direction for her because 
teams last year didn’t know what 
to expect out of her and this year 
they are going to get her best and 
I’m really excited about that.”

The second half was much 
quieter for the Scots offensively, 
but many players received 
valuable playing time

Freshman goalkeeper Paige 
Skinner, who received her first 
career start and tallied four 
saves while giving up two goals, 
earned some great playing time 
against Newberry, which looks 
like it will be the norm this 
season.

“Paige is our goalie. Paige 
is our number one,” Cooke 
said. “Autumn [Held] is no 
longer with the program. Paige 
had a chance to step into the 
starting spot and I think she is 
looking great. In warm ups and 
practice, she has been absolutely 
spectacular.”

Cooke continued saying that 
Held “decided not to return for 
the spring,” about three weeks 
ago.

Held started every game last 

season for Boro and finished 
fifth in the PSAC with 8.06 saves 
per game on average.

With limited preparation 
time and the heart of its 
schedule quickly approaching, 
Cooke admits there is still work 
to be done.

“We have got to sort that 
out,” he said about what to work 
on moving forward. “I think 
defensively we played good 
against Newberry, but we didn’t 
play great. I saw some good 
things, but not great things and 
to be in the PSAC conference 
you need to be great. Something 
we have been working on and 
practicing since the game is 
defense and different types of 
games and schemes. We are still 
early in the season and we are 
still evaluating personnel.” 

Edinboro opens up the 
PSAC portion of its schedule 
on Saturday when it welcomes 
Shippensburg to Sox Harrison 
Stadium before visiting Lock 
Haven on March 24. The 
Saturday match against the Red 
Raiders begins at 1 p.m.

Editor’s Note: The Scots swept 
a doubleheader on Sunday, 
defeating Alderson Broaddus 
19-6 and West Virginia 
Wesleyan 14-10. Their Tuesday 
match against Wheeling Jesuit 
was postponed. They are now 
3-0 this season.

BOX SCORE
Edinboro 17 Newberry 3
Edinboro……… 14  3  -   17
Newberry………  1  2  -    3
Edinboro SCORING: GOALS: Emily 
Peters 4; Anna Purdy 3; Alexa Healy 
3; Rebecca Martin 2; Cydney Hrycko 
1; Hannah Fitzgerald 1; Rachel Olson 
1; Haleigh Wright 1; Hannah Mong 
1. ASSISTS: Rebecca Martin 4; Emily 
Peters 3; Cydney Hrycko 2; Anna Purdy 
2; Hannah Fitzgerald 1; Alexa Healy 1; 
Rachel Olson 1; Samantha Tomasic 1.

By Tyler Trumbauer 
Sports Editor

Softball off  to best 10 game start since 1994

This winter was one of the 
worst, on record, even for 
Edinboro. That thwarted nearly 
any chance of the softball team 
seeing its field, let alone playing 
on it.

However, no field, no 
problem for the Edinboro 
softball team.

The ladies headed south to 
start their 2015 campaign and 
did it successfully by going 8-2 
during their tour in the south, 
enjoying the fifth best start for 
the first 10 games in school 
history, tying the 8-2 start of the 
1984 squad.

The Fighting Scots 
enjoyed wins over Elizabeth 
City State, Mansfield twice, 
Clarion, Barton, and Salem 
International three times. 
Boro fell to Fairmont State and 
Concord.

There was plenty of success 
on the field during the trip, 
but at times head coach Dan 
Gierlak wasn’t sure if there was 
going to be a field to play on or 
where it was exactly at.

“We were supposed to be in 
West Virginia and then that 
was canceled two weeks ago,” 
Gierlak said. “Then we were 
supposed to be in Raleigh 
and that was canceled two 
days before we were supposed 
to leave and was moved to 
Wilmington. So when you 
are making arrangements, 
everything was changed. We 
had to stay a night in Raleigh 
and find a practice facility for 
Friday because the first day 
of games in Wilmington were 
canceled.”

It wasn’t until Sunday, March 
8 until the Scots got onto a 
field and when they did, they 
excelled. The Scots exploded 

offensively in the opener, 
winning 9-0 against Elizabeth 
City State. Abby Sotter earned 
her first career victory as she 
struck out six and got nine 
more batters to groundout.

The Scots split their other 
two games that day, losing 
to Fairmont State 5-4 and 
defeating PSAC-foe Mansfield 
6-3.

Boro ended the Shaw 
University Softball Challenge 
with another 2-1 record on 
March 9. Edinboro lost to 
Concord 5-0, but bounced back 
with a 5-0 win over another 
PSAC school in Clarion and a 
6-4 victory against Barton. The 
Barton win was a comeback 
victory for Gierlak’s group as 
the ladies were down 3-0 in the 
first inning.

The Fighting Scots defeated 
Mansfield 3-2 in eight innings 
on March 12 before defeating 
Salem International 8-0 in 
six innings later that day in 
Sutherland, Virginia.

Edinboro stuck around in 
Sutherland one more day to 
finish its spring break trip on 
March 13 and it ended with 
a doubleheader with Salem 
International. The ladies swept 
the games winning 5-2 in the 
first contest and 15-5 in 11 
innings in the nightcap.

A lot of games means a 
plethora of innings played, 
which requires solid pitching. 
The Scots have all their pitchers 
from last season and it is 
showing.

“I think the pitchers are 
good,” Gierlak said. “Taylor 
[Payne] is ahead of everybody 
right now. She is a junkballer 
and she can make you look 
ridiculous with the way her ball 
breaks. She was outstanding. 
I think the pitching will come 
around as a group and I 

think they have the ability to 
dominate games and I think 
they will. They all had bright 
spots, but they all had learning 
spots too.”

Payne’s pitching prowess was 
not just noticed by Gierlak, 
it was also recognized by the 
PSAC as the sophomore was 
named PSAC West Softball 
Pitcher of the Week for the 
week ending March 15. The 
Bellwood, Pennsylvania native 
went 3-0, logged 18 innings and 
did not allow a single run.

Gierlak also noted two other 
Fighting Scots who surprised 
the 26th year coach.

“Theresa Fleckenstein, the 
catcher, started all the games 
down there and then we had 
Katie [Holmes] give her a break. 
The things she did hitting the 
ball and playing defense. When 
we played three games in a day, 
she caught all of those games 
and didn’t say a thing. She was a 
workhorse the entire time.

“The other one was Laura 
Crooks. She went through a 
phase where she put the ball on 
the ground and teams couldn’t 
figure out ways to get her out. 
She is a slapper and that is what 
she is supposed to do. She was 
driving people crazy. As the 
leadoff, when she gets on base 
we are very productive behind 
her.”

Due to the current field 
conditions, Gierlak said that 
there will be many alterations to 
the current schedule. He noted 
the team will try to change 
home games to away games 
with the PSAC opponents, if 
the other’s field is playable, and 
play the late season matchup in 
Edinboro. 

Edinboro is scheduled to 
visit Mercyhurst on Friday 
before traveling to California 
(Pa.) on Saturday.

By Tyler Trumbauer 
Sports Editor

Boro tennis teams struggle at Spring Tennis fest, hope to bounce back

For the most part, the 
weather for the tennis team’s 
spring break trip was splendid.

However, their play was not, 
according to head coach Lee 
Underwood.

“No I feel we could’ve won 
all the matches,” Underwood 
said. “We lost to West Liberty 
5-4; well West Liberty lost to 
Palm Beach Atlantic 5-4. They 
almost knocked them off. We 
squandered our two doubles 
opportunities. We didn’t go 
out and compete very well in 
singles against them. We just 
don’t have all of our cylinders 
rolling and hopefully that is 
going to happen sometime 
soon.”

Edinboro’s women’s team 

went 1-3 at the Spring Tennis 
Fest last week at Hilton Head 
Island, South Carolina, with its 
lone win being a 6-3 triumph 
against Michigan Tech. Its fifth 
match against Northwood was 
canceled. 

The men’s team went 2-3 at 
the event, winning 6-3 against 
Newberry and 7-2 against 
Michigan Tech. 

The women’s team now 
holds a 4-4 record with their 
male counterparts standing at 
5-5 overall this season.

The results in the rest of 
the other matches, on paper, 
were mixed. The ladies opened 
up with a narrow 5-4 loss to 
Newberry, lost 8-1 to Palm 
Beach Atlantic and were shut 
out 9-0 by Florida Tech in their 
final match.

The men had a little closer 

battles. After opening up with 
the Newberry win, they fell 
to Palm Beach Atlantic 8-1, 
lost to Florida Tech 7-2 and 
lost a crushing 5-4 decision 
to Charleston to conclude the 
event.

Underwood admitted that 
neither of his teams played 
a well as he would’ve liked 
against Florida Tech, but it was 
the Charleston men’s match 
that was still sticking with him.

That closing match on Friday 
lasted 6 and a half hours, didn’t 
conclude until early Saturday 
morning and could’ve been 
won by Boro, 7-2, according 
to Underwood. However, the 
Scots squandered multiple 
match and team match points, 
which allowed Charleston to 
surge back for a 5-4 win.

“I’m hoping they learned 

what it takes to compete,” 
Underwood said. 

“When you have an 
opportunity, if you do not go 
in and seize it, that opportunity 
may not come back again. 
Friday, for the men, that is 
essentially what happened. All 
three players had the chance to 
get the fifth point for the team 
and win their own match and 
they didn’t.”

The women visited Walsh 
on Wednesday, after deadline 
for this issue, and host Cal 
(Pa.) on March 24. The men 
host the University of District 
of Columbia on Friday at 4 
p.m., Millersville on Saturday 
at 7 p.m. and West Chester on 
Sunday at 11 a.m. All three of 
those matches will be played at 
the Westwood Racquet Club 
in Erie.

By Tyler Trumbauer 
Sports Editor

Check out our 
men’s basketball 
recap in next 
week’s Spectator.

Contributed Photo: Edinboro University Sports Information 
Matias Aignasse (above) and the Edinboro tennis teams 
competed in the Spring Tennis Fest in Hilton Head Island, S.C.


